Journal of the Medical Sciences. The reports upon which this paper is based are so difficult to obtain in this country, that we are glad of an opportunity of placing this abstract before our readers, all of whom are much interested in the progress of medico-psychology among the enlightened members of our profession engaged in the treatment of the insane on the other side of the Atlantic. 
tendents of several of the institutions have been changed. No Our cases remain as first recorded."
Few physicians have entered more into the details of the statistics of insanity than Dr. Bates, and his productions in this department carry with them the evidence of "honesty" in their compilation, while their accuracy and perspicuity are unrivalled.
The value of many of the statistics of insanity is materially deteriorated by including the whole number of cases rather than that of the number of persons admitted into the hospitals. The second and still subsequent receptions of the same individuals, form an element in the calculation too important to be overlooked. Thus, according to the report before us, the whole number of cases admitted into the hospital was 994, while the number of persons was but 807.
The admissions after the first were as follows Second 134, third 26, fourth 14, fifth 6, sixth 3, seventh 2, eighth 2.
Of the 994 cases, 403 had been discharged cured, and 78 had died.
In the course of the last winter, the public were generally informed, through the medium of newspapers, of a terrible incident in the history of the Maine Insane Hospital. In their report for 1S50, the trustees of that institution thus allude to the fatal accident. " Since the last annual report, the two south wings of the hospital have been burnt This catastrophe occurred between three and four o'clock on the morning of December last (1850)?a period when all was quiet, and supposed to be secure from any casualty of this sort. The lire originated in the not air-chamber under the old south wing, probably from some defect in the arrangement of the smoke-pipe connected with the warming apparatus, a,nd spread with great rapidity. The flues leading from the hot air-chamber, affording a direct communication, very quickly filled the galleries with smoke, gas, and heat, incompatible with human life, rendering it more than probable that those who perished were suffocated long before the fire reached them.
"Soon as the fire was discovered, every elfort was made for the rescue of the inmates; first, by opening tiieir dormitories, and, when the smoke and gas rendered that impracticable, recourse was had to the windows on the outside of the building, by means of ladders, by which several were removed. " The progress of the fire was checked before it reached the north wing, consequently the female patients were all safely removed.
" Twenty-seven of the inmates (patients) perished in the conflagration. One of the attendants, Mr To those who merely speculate on such matters, it maybe easy to conjecture how fire should be communicated from a funnel sixty feet from the fire-grate, when no fire had been placed in the furnace for more than nine hours; but to those (a jury of inquest) who spent ten days in the inquiry, it remained a matter of uncertainty. The stove-pipe, near where the fire was first discovered, had been put up under the steward's directions, within six weeks of the time of the fire; and, though I never examined that portion of the pipe, I had every reason to believe that it occupied the same position it did during the whole of the winter previous.
" Heating by steam has been introduced into a part of the establishment, and lighting by gas into the female department.
The average number of patients, during the last year, was 410. 30 to 48 hours; 5 collapsed, 1 partially collapsed. 4 died on the 3rd day; all partially collapsed, and died from prostration. 4 died on the 4th and 5th; 2 collapsed, 2 partiallv so; all died from consecutive fever. 7 died after the 5th; 3 collapsed, 2 partially so; all died from consecutive fever. " In those who were not entirely demented, the intellectual powers were apparently improved during the severity of the disease; but, at its subsidence, the mind resumed its previous condition."
Of the 148 cases, there was neither diarrhoea nor vomiting in 1, no diarrhoea in 1, no vomiting in 5, and no cramps in 59. Diarrhoea, vomiting, and cramps occurred in 82, and complete collapse in 90. Premonitory symptoms were known to exist in 61, to be absent in 31; and there were 56 in regard to which this fact was unascertained. "In the case in which vomiting and diarrhoea were absent, there were severe cramps in the extremities, and extreme collapse, death occurring in three hours, followed by strong muscular contractions. The patient in whom diarrhoea was absent had severe cramps in the extremities and abdomen, excessive vomiting and feeble pulse, but recovered. The five in whom vomiting was absent were collapsed directly after the commencement of the disease. In one, cramps were likewise absent. All died, in three, five, four, three, and sixteen hoars respectively. Of the 59 cases in which cramps were absent, 13 were partially and 32 completely collapsed: 36 of this number died."
The term collapse is used here in reference to those cases alone in which the patient was pulseless.
The erection of a new "Lodge" for violent patients, and of a large addition to the principal building, has given to the patients of this institution the additional room which was so much needed; and, rendering the improved management the more effective, has been of no little assistance in elevating the establishment above the wretched condition which made it a "shame and a reproach" to a Christian community. "Less restraint," says Dr. Ranney, "has been requisite, and frequently it has not been necessary, during the day, to apply any restraining apparatus, or even to confine a single patient in his room. The number of violent paroxysms, accidents, and attempts to commit suicide, has been lessened. At least one-third of the whole number of patients have been engaged in some species of labour." Why, Dr. llanney, people who visited your institution in 1846 would hardly know where they were should they call there again. At that time, one would have as soon looked for a library at the sources of the Nile, or among the Esquimaux, as at that asylum; but now the patients are supplied with " biography, history, geography, philosophy, theology, poetry, fiction," &c., and "free access to the reading-room has contributed much to the restoration of convalescents." That is as it should be. No more blessed resurrection has occurred within the limits of our experience.
In the report of the visiting physicians, Drs From motives of "economy"?whether domestic or political we cannot assert, though, judging from the management of some of the institutions upon Black well's Island, while they were under the government of the common council of the city, we should strongly suspect it to be the latter?the convicts of the penitentiary have been employed as domestics and attendants at this establishment. Some of the results of this system are thus alluded to in the report:? " The prisoners not only steal the clothing of the patients, but anything else of value that falls in their reach. As an illustration, the following case may be mentioned, as one from a great number of cases of a similar character.
A few years ago, a young lady, who had been insane for some time, was admitted, and, although partially demented, her self-esteem was gratified by the possession of a beautiful head of hair. The morning after admission it was observed that her head was completely shorn, and, after a long examination, the ringlets so highly valued were found in the possession of a prison aid in the hall, who had committed the theft for the purpose of selling them to a peruke-maker."
The correction of this evil, by hiring suitable attendants, has been commenced, and will, undoubtedly, be completed before long. Various improvements, both within doors and without, were made in tie course of the year.
Among the former is the allowance, " for the first time," to the patients, of knives and forks in several of the halls. One of the best evidences of improvement, to persons who know the former condition of this asylum, is found in the gardener's report, where it is stated that an aggregate of 2779 days' labour was performed by the patients, between the 26th of May and the 31st of December. They raised twenty thousand cabbages, ana other vegetables in proportion.
The visiting physicians, in their report, say that the number of pauper lunatics in New York city, on the 1st of September, 1834, was 116 ; whereas, on the 1st of January, 1851, it was 464. "Estimating the future increase from these data, the city and county of New York will, fifteen years hence, have more than a thousand lunatics to be supported at the public charge." They suggest various improvements, which, if adopted and effected, will render this institution one of the best of its kind. At the close of the report, 
